
The National Socialists actually RELAXED Germany's Gun Control Laws. 
 

Prior to Adolf Hitler, in 1919, 
Article 177 of the Versaiiles Treaty banned all civilian use of firearms, any 
civilian instruction on their use, and any civilian shooting exercises activity, 
especially banning all organizations or associations from taking part in any such 
use and/or activity or allowing it to happen, in order to crush down on perceived 
Prussian militarism of the German people in general. 
 

In order to comply with the Versailles Treaty, in 1919 the German government 
passed the Regulations on Weapons Ownership, which declared that "all 
firearms, as well as all kinds of firearms ammunition, are to be surrendered 
immediately."  Under the regulations, anyone found in possession of a firearm 
or ammunition was subject to five years' imprisonment and a fine of 100,000 
marks. 
 

On August 7, 1920, rising fears whether or not Germany could have 
rebellions prompted the government to enact a second gun-regulation law 
called the Law on the Disarmament of the People.  It put into effect the 
provisions of the Versailles Treaty in regard to the limit on military-type 
weapons. 
 

The 1938 German Weapons Act, the precursor of the current weapons 
law, superseded the 1928 law.  As under the 1928 law, citizens were 
required to have a permit to carry a firearm and a separate permit to 
acquire a firearm. But under the new law: 
 

1. Gun restriction laws applied only to handguns, not to long guns or 
ammunition. The 1938 revisions completely deregulated the acquisition 
and transfer of rifles and shotguns, and the possession of ammunition. 

 

2. The legal age at which guns could be purchased was lowered from 20 to 18. 
3. Permits were valid for three years, rather than one year. 
4. Holders of annual hunting permits, government workers, and NSDAP (the 

National Socialist German Workers' Party) members were no longer 
subject to gun ownership restrictions. Prior to the 1938 law, only 
officials of the central government, the states, and employees of the 
German Reichsbahn Railways were exempted. 

5. Manufacture of arms and ammunition continued to require a permit, with 
the proviso that such permits would no longer be issued to any company 
even partly owned by Jews;  Jews could not manufacture or deal in 
firearms or ammunition 

 


